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Intuitive Machines teams with Axiom Space for construction of commercial space station 
on ISS 

 
Houston – Intuitive Machines will support construction of the first commercial space platform 
which will attach to the International Space Station and one day serve as its successor.   
 
January 27, 2020 NASA selected Axiom Space (https://axiomspace.com) as the winner of the 
NextSTEP-2 Appendix I solicitation. The solicitation sought to grant access to the International 
Space Station’s Node 2 Forward port for a commercial space station.  
 
Intuitive Machines will support Axiom with engineering design and development during the 
completion of the NextSTEP-2 Appendix. 
 
“For years, Axiom and Intuitive Machines have been strategic partners dedicated to the 
advancement of aerospace,” said Intuitive Machines President and CEO, Steve Altemus. “We 
look forward to assisting Axiom in designing and creating an innovative commercial space 
solution to fulfill NASA’s goal of accelerating the growth of a thriving commercial economy in 
low-Earth orbit.” 
 
Appendix I to the NextSTEP-2 BAA’s primary objective is to successfully develop commercial 
markets through demonstration of products and services in one or more habitable commercial 
elements attached to ISS Node 2 Forward port and to transition to a long-term, sustainable, 
commercial, human spaceflight enterprise in low-Earth orbit where NASA is one of many 
customers.   
 
"You could tell from the very first concept and engineering reviews that the Axiom team got 
it and were both leveraging lessons learned from their human spaceflight background and 
bringing striking new concepts of design and commercialization to bear,” said Intuitive 
Machines Vice President of Research and Development, Dr. Timothy Crain. 
 
In a statement, Axiom stated plans to launch a node module, research and manufacturing facility, 
crew habitat and glass-paneled Earth observatory to form the “Axiom Segment” of the ISS. 
Axiom’s new commercial platform will significantly increase the usable and habitable volume of 
the ISS, provide for novel avenues of research in areas such as isolation studies and Earth 
observation and allow a gradual transfer of the innovative work being done on-station to prevent 
interruptions when the ISS is ultimately retired.  
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About Intuitive Machines 
 
Founded in 2013, Intuitive Machines was formed from practical experience in large complex 
space systems development.  The people of Intuitive Machines blend deep technical knowledge 
with practices honed over 40 years of human spaceflight; practices in risk-based decision-
making, redundancy management, fault tolerance and isolation, safety, reliability, 
maintainability, verification testing, and operations. 


